Intra-abdominal abscess in the 1980s.
Prompt recognition, early localization, and adequate drainage have contributed to the decreased morbidity and mortality rates associated with intra-abdominal abscess in the last decade. The physical examination, ultrasonography, computed tomography, and radionuclide scans provide information that leads to early detection and localization of abscess in almost all patients. Percutaneous drainage should be the initial procedure unless specific indications for surgery exist.